June 2012 Weather Summary

June in Kenai Fjords is normally the driest month of the year. It is likely that this year will be no exception since June was
particularly dry in 2012. Asrecorded at the Seward airport, total precipitation for the month was 1.59 inches (66% of
normal), 0.83 inches below the June average. The monthly average temperature was 50.9 degrees F; 1.3 degrees F below
the 30-year June average (1981-2010). The highest wind gusts of the month were recorded on both June 7" and 10" when
the Seward airport recorded maximum wind gusts of 35 mph. June 8" had the fastest sustained winds of the month as
recorded at the Seward airport with an average wind speed of 12.9 mph.

If Seward’s temperatures were too cool for you in June, you could have headed out into the park where temperatures
soared higher than in town. The warmest day recorded at the Seward airport was June 29" when the maximum
temperature reached 68° F. Temperatures recorded at the Exit Glacier SNOTEL station exceeded this temperature three
times, with a maximum temperature of 78° F recorded on June 24™. Two of the NPS Remote Automated Weather Stations
(RAWS) located in the park also recorded maximum temperatures for the month that exceeded the Seward airport high.
These stations, located on the northern end of the Harding Icefield and on a ridge near Pedersen Lagoon in Aialik Bay,
recorded a high of 70° F on June 22" and June 23", respectively.

Also of note:

e The National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center's three month weather outlook (July-August-September)
favors below normal temperatures and normal precipitation for the Kenai Fjords area.

e The National Snow & Ice Data Center reports that arctic sea ice extent is at a record low level for June.

e To learn more about temperature and precipitation departures from normal across Alaska this past spring, check
out the summer edition of the Alaska Climate Dispatch.

e Are ocean temperatures dictated by the Pacific Decadal Oscillation driving Alaska’s current low salmon returns?
Read more...

e Clear skies on June 6™ allowed folks with special sunglasses in Kenai Fjords to view the transit of Venus in front of
the Sun. If you missed this event, you can view images of it taken by NASA recorded on June 5-6".

e NOAA climate services portal serves as a single point-of-entry for NOAA's extensive climate information, data,
products, services, and the climate science magazine ClimateWatch.

Read more to find out about the local climate for June 2012

Seward Airport Temperature, June2012 (station 26438)
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Monthly and 30-year average temperature (F) at Seward airport. 2012 monthly average values are shown with
thin solid line. The range of maximum and minimum daily temperatures for each month are shown with dashed
vertical lines.


http://www.cpc.noaa.gov/
http://nsidc.org/arcticseaicenews/
http://ine.uaf.edu/accap/documents/summer12_dispatch.pdf
http://www.alaskadispatch.com/article/biologists-look-ocean-clues-alaska-king-salmon-collapse
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/sdo/multimedia/potw/potw-101.html
http://www.climate.gov/

Seward Airport Precipitation, June 2012 (station 26438)
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Monthly and 30-year average precipitation (inches) at Seward airport. June followed a four-month trend of
below normal percipitation at the Seward airport.

Rivers
Station
River:RESURRECTION RIVER Location:Resurrection River at Exit Glacier Bridge
lat:68.20 lon:149.59 Hinor FLOOD STAGE: 17.5 feet
Plot created: Hon Jul 2 13:81:58 UTC 2812
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Data Sources: HH5 andfor USG5

Resurrection River at Exit Glacier Bridge is monitored by the Alaska-Pacific River Forecast Center:
http.//water.weather.qov/ahps2/index.php ?wfo=pafc. Forecasts for the Resurrection River at Exit Glacier Bridge
are issued during the warm season and as needed at other times of the year. Resurrection River stage height is
currently well below the flood action stage.



http://water.weather.gov/ahps2/index.php?wfo=pafc

Station
River:EXIT GLACIER STREAH Location:Exit Glacier nr Yisitors Center
lat:60,.19 lon:;149,62 Hinor FLOOD STAGE:Hot Available
Plot created: Hon Jul 2 13:88:53 UTC 2812
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Data Sources: HHS and/or USGS

Exit Creek water level (stage height) data is only collected during the summer, beginning in May.

Weather Station data (map of [some] stations Western Region Climate Center or MesoWest)

Seward Airport
Grouse Crk Divide

Exit Glacier SNOTEL
McArthur Pass
Pilot Rock

Weather Forecasts
Seward Summary
Marine Forecast
Surface Map
Graphical Forecast
4-8 Day Forecast

Seward Hwy MP#12
Exit Glacier

Harding Icefield
Nuka Glacier

Buoy 76-Cape Cleare

Pedersen Lagoon


http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/coopmap/
http://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/mesomap.cgi?state=AK
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/cliMAIN.pl?ak8371
http://www.dot.state.ak.us/iways/roadweather/forms/SiteSum.html?areaId=2&perspectiveId=1&siteId=189
http://www.raws.dri.edu/cgi-bin/rawMAIN.pl?akAPED
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snotel/snotel.pl?sitenum=964&state=ak
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/cliMAIN.pl?ak8375
http://ambcs.org/cgi-bin/siteCurrent.cgi?site=EXIT_GLACIER
http://www.raws.dri.edu/cgi-bin/rawMAIN.pl?akAHAR
http://www.raws.dri.edu/cgi-bin/rawMAIN.pl?akAMCA
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snotel/snotel.pl?sitenum=1037&state=ak
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=PILA2
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=46076
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?zoneid=AKZ125
http://pafc.arh.noaa.gov/marfcst.php?fcst=FZAK51PAFC#PKZ120
http://pafc.arh.noaa.gov/home_sfcmap.php
http://www.weather.gov/forecasts/graphical/sectors/aktrimmed.php?element=MaxT
http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/alaska/akmedr.shtml

